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Pumpkin Pulp Is No Treat for Your Plumbing 
 
WACO, Texas (Oct. 2, 2008) – Carving jack-o’-lanterns is a fun Halloween tradition, but 
pumpkin pulp is no treat for your plumbing. The trick to keeping drains unclogged is to 
avoid putting the pulp down the garbage disposal. 
 
Pumpkin carvers should be cautious when removing the sticky substance. If the pulp 
ends up in the drain, carvers could end up calling a plumber to unclog their kitchen sink 
drains or repair their garbage disposals. 
 
“The pulp blocks drains because it doesn’t break down like most food,” said Mary 
Kennedy Thompson, president of Mr. Rooter Corporation. “Instead, the orange pumpkin 
pulp hardens inside the pipe, clogging the drain.” 
 
Mr. Rooter® recommends keeping the pumpkin pulp, cut pieces and seeds away from 
the kitchen sink and carving the pumpkin on a newspaper. This way all pumpkin-related 
material as well as the newspaper can be thrown away once the jack-o’-lantern is done. 
Doing so will lead to less of a mess and clearer drains. 
 
But for those who enjoy new recipes, the pulp and seeds can be put to good use.  
 
About Mr. Rooter®: 
Established in 1970, Mr. Rooter is the largest all-franchised, full-service plumbing and drain cleaning 
company in the world with approximately 300 franchises worldwide. Recognized by Entrepreneur 
magazine among its “Franchise 500” and Franchise Times Top 200, Mr. Rooter franchisees provide 
services to both residential and commercial customers. Mr. Rooter began franchising in 1974 and is a 
subsidiary of The Dwyer Group, Inc. For more information or to find the location nearest you, please visit 
our Web site at www.mrrooter.com. 
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